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was virtually an article of faith for members of the foreign
community in the country that the handing over of power
bv Britain would be followed next day by a Communist
regime. Voices quivering with excitement would refer
bitterly to the intensely socialistic outlook of Pandit Nehru's
writings and speeches. With greater logic and justice they
would also speak of the presence inside the All-India
Congress Party of open and vociferous Communists, and
the prevalence of Communism among the practitioners of
" direct action " methods of calling attention to the demand
for independence.
What was ignored in the past, but is making itself
increasingly obvious now, is that the true Communist and
the honest Nationalist could travel in double-harness only
up to the moment of the British withdrawal. At that
instant their partnership dissolved and mutual detestation
took its place. Few indeed are those who can truthfully
claim to have foreseen how events would turn out. I can
think of only one. He was a British official stationed at
Delhi. In the later stages of the war, he spent most evenings
at one or other of the clubs drinking steadily with great
solemnity and terrifying dignity. If addressed late at night
he always replied in a monotone, almost one word at a
time, aad talked brilliantly.
It is one of the injustices of life that, whereas ordinary,
straight conversation is easy to recall, it is nearly always
impossible to bring back to mind the remarks of those rare
and fortunate people who talk really well. Probably their
charm is partly that the turns of phrases they use are so
stimulating that they give rise to cross-currents in the brain
of the listener, and memory is confounded.
This chap's theory was that India was infinitely more
likely to develop into an authoritarian state on Fascist lines.
Instead of the state taking over the peasants' little plots
and cattle, it would leave them in possession and take the
crops and increase. He based his belief on the fact that